Lucas Olsen-Willford
KFPA Alumni = Violinist & Vialist

ey mame is Lucas Olsen-Willford, and | am a Violinist and Violist from
Kamloops, British Columbia. | am currently completing my Bachebor of
Education at the University of Ottawa, hawving just graduated from the
Bachelor of Music program in the spring of 2023.

kdy musical jourmey began at Arthur Hatton Elementary School through an
5073 District Strings Program which brought string instrument instruction into
public schools. Shorthy atter taking up the violin in grade 4, | started lessons
with Stephanie Clow and then eventually at the Kamloops Symphomy Music
Schiool where | studied with Sandy Crane, Annette Dominik, and Cvetozar
Vutew until 2019,

Throughout my years studying in Kamloops, | frequently took part in the KFPA and competed im various
categaries. Taking part in this festival on an annwal basis allowed me to create connections with adjudicators
and fellow competitors who | would later cross paths with at various music schoolks and summer festivals
around Canada. The KFPA allowed me to grow as a musician by providing a space to work with world class
Canadian musicians and improve on my skills as a young violinist

Shortly before | left Kamloops to pursue post-secondary education in music, | was asked to join the board of
the KFPA as a Discipline Representative. This was an incredible experience to view how much integral work
wias happening behind the scenes throughout the year to create a smooth and successful festival. My musical
upbringing in Kamloops and participation in the KFPA opened doors to travel across Canada, perform and
study im the nation's capital, and reconnect with those who | crossed paths with while taking part im the KFFA.

Studying violin and wviola has allowed me to perform with many symphony orchestras, and many famous
venues such as the Maison Symphonigue in Montreal and the Mational Arts Centre in Ottawa. Aszide from
classical music performances, | have had the opportunity to perform with rock bands such as the Eagles
durinmg their Hotel California Tour and record with varicus artists across Canada. Taking part in the EFPA made
me realize how important music education is in a child's life and inspired me to become an educator.

kiy schooling in Ottawa ked me to work with Oriidstra, a social development program that empowers kids
from under-served areas in Ottawa by teaching life skills through playing and singing music together. Since
2020, | hawe been in both an administrative and teaching artist role with this organization. In 2022, | accepted
a position and joined the faculty at the Ottawa Youth Orchestra Academy where | am proud to work
alongside incredible musicians to inspire the next generation of musicians in the Jumpstart program for new
viola students.

in 2025, | will complete my Bachebor of Education and continue to introduce children to the power of music. |
am thankful for the hard work the board and volunteers of the KFPA have done to maintain music education
in the Kamloops area. They hawve truly been a part of shaping who | am as a musician and educator today.

Thank you and best of luck to the participants in the KFPA 2024!




